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Solomon gives us so many tremendous nuggets of wisdom for how to live a right life
that is pleasing to God. He is showing us here in this chapter that God not only cares
about the big stuff in our lives, but he also has great care for the smaller details, and if
we are being honest here, how easy is it really for us to forget that in the daily hustle
and bustle of our day to day lives?
God has called us to love one another, to be good friends, but how do we do that when
we are surrounded by so many people with differing views, political stances, and
negative attitudes? I know in my personal life, there have been times where the
encouragement, love, correction, and support from my true Godly friends have been the
driving force that carried me through some very tough times. We need each other, and
we need each other to be honest, to correct us when needed, and to hold us
accountable. We need friends who point us to Christ!
Proverbs 27:5 says "A truly good friend will openly correct you. 6 You can trust a friend
who corrects you, but kisses from an enemy are nothing but lies."
I think God is showing us here not only how to tell if our friends truly have our best
interest at heart, but also how to BE a good friend to others. When you love and care for
your friends, you want God's best for their lives. It's so important to remember that when
we come from a place of love, a correction or rebuke used constructively to help each
other turn from, or realize, our sin nature will help us to line back up with God's will for
our lives and seek God's truth. Otherwise, we are all just sitting back on the sidelines
watching each other make dangerous mistakes, which doesn't help anybody, and leads
to a path of destruction very quickly.
Proverbs 27:17 is my favorite in this chapter. It says, "Just as iron sharpens iron, friends
sharpen the minds of each other."
So, first, how do you sharpen iron? You rub it together until the dull parts are gently
shaved off, revealing the new, sharp blade, right? Well, just the same, we need our
friends. We need their wise counsel, encouragement, and we need them to hold us
accountable.

I need my friends when I am in a state of anxiety over something silly to say, "Hey, are
you truly waking in faith if you are full of worry and anxiety? Do you not believe God is
big enough to handle that, or that He is in control and wants the best for your life?" That
kind of correction and accountability, from a place of love from a true friend will instantly
bring so much peace to your life and can completely turn your day around and lead you
right back to Jesus!
God places people in our paths every day for a reason; He knows we need each other,
how awesome is that? It is my prayer that today you are a true, Godly friend to those
you encounter, and that you are surrounded by wise friends who continue to sharpen
you and point you to Christ!
What verse stood out to me ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What is God’s wisdom to me ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What can I do today to go forward with God’s wisdom in my life _________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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